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ISAAC SHARP’S VISIT TO ICELAND, 1863. 


(Continued from p. 227.) 


Seventh Month 24th, 1863. Bernfiorder. 
—Having put our letters in train for England, 
we left Jupivogr at six in the evening, after 
a short but solid sitting with the merchant 
and his wife, two others also being present. 
No way opened for a meeting at this place, 
where the population is thin and scattered. 
This protracted ride I felt considerably, my 
chest being heavily oppressed. By half-past 
eleven our tent was ready ; hot milk was speed- 
ily prepared for us, and my nephew and I slept 
well side by side, EK. Magnuson finding accom- 
modation in the house, an interesting one to him, 
being the place in which he was born. We 
left Bernfiorder at noon for a wild mountain 
ride, up the steeps of which our Icelandic 
horses, heavily weighted, climbed to admira- 
tion. Some of the cascades and waterfalls we 
much enjoyed to look upon. Soon we were 
beyond the habitations of man, beast, or bird ; 
the terraces of snow were, some of them, very 
fine, bank rising on bank with intervening rock. 
Guide pillars erected and maintained from an 
early period (some centuries ago) point out the 
way for the lonely traveller ; the ordinary route 
is often indistinct and sometimes covered up 
with snow, and hemmed in by mountains on 
every hand. In the present instance mist and 
cloud hung over all, save where to the right, 
on the mountain’s brow, the wind, as it swept 
for a little space, revealed the distant blue, 
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told of the summit we had gained. Gathering 
by degrees, it increased to a river, with a foam- 
ing roar, rushing over the ledges of rock to 
the basin below, and formed many a cascade of 
beauty, the spray and the sunbeam blending in 
ever-varying form. About half-past seven we 
reached Thingmuh, and received a kind wel- 
come from the pastor and his wife. Our wish- 
es were promptly met, and notice was sent to 
the neighboring farms for a meeting in the 
morning. Again our tent was set up; a calm 
still night was in our favor. 

25th—A bright summer day and very 
warm. At about ten, thirty-six assembled in 
the kirk, the pastor and his wife being present. 
It was, I believe, a good meeting, leaving yet 
again the tribute of thanksgiving and of hum- 
ble trust in remembrance of the mercies re- 
newed from day to day. We left at noon, and, 
descending the steep bank which bounds the 
farm, near the house of the pastor, we crossed 
a river of crystal clearness flowing at its base, 
and passing over the valley lands, amid the 
glow and enjoyment of a summer’s day, con- 
tinued our course between the mountains, and 
reached Vallanes about four, having for some 
time past aimed for this spot for First-day, 
when a far greater number of persons come to- 
gether than can be expected (at a short no- 
tice) at any other time. On our approach the 
pastor was busily engaged in the hayfield, but 
on hearing the bark of the dogs, and seeing 
fifteen horses and five men, left the grassy hil- 
locks in favor of the last arrival. A few ques- 
tions and answers passed between our new host 
and EK. Magnuson, who was scarcely remem- 
bered by the pastor, although the latter knew 
his father well. On this slender introduction 
we were kindly invited to enter the best room, 
and soon found (as I venture to believe) that 
the good Master was opening the door of the 
heart, not for the reception of the strangers 
only, but for the message of love He might in 
His love commission them to bear. 

We soon found ourselves in a little Goshen, 
our wants anticipated or promptly supplied on 
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the people who might come together on the 
morrow. A white ceiling, wainscot walls of 
blue, and a clean floor, with feather beds and 
down covers in addition, were among the enjoy- 
ables of this place. The pastor has a consider- 
able farm and a large family. Thirteen milch 
cows and 180 ewes (milked twice a day), lambs 
on the out-pasture, with horses in proportion- 
ate number, constitute the live stock. On few 
farms in Iceland have so many potatoes been 
raised as on this, to the extent sometimes of 
160 bushels a year. The prospect, however, 
this season, is exceedingly poor, as the’ frost 
was not sufficiently out of the ground till the 
middle of Sixth Month to allow of planting. 
The evening was very warm for Iceland; at 
seven o'clock the thermometer stood at 66° ; a 
hot wind came rushing by like a blast from a 
distant furnace, supposed by the pastor to be 
of volcanic origin, by no means common. 

26th ( First-day.)—Wending their way from 
various directions came the people on horse- 
back to the kirk in little companies from six to 
twelve; two youthful riders, a bright-looking 
boy and girl, mounted on one steed, came in 
among the number, and were an interesting 
sight ; we counted altogether about seventy 
horses ; it is not uncommon for some to come 
on foot when the houses are near the place of 
worship. A little before twelve the toll of the 
first bell warned the people of the evening 
hour, after which they soon entered the kirk ; 
a little before two the pastor came into our 
room in his long pulpit robe of homespun 
eloth, with white cravat and muslin neck ruf- 
fle; during the short “recess” he interested 
the people by showing them the new edition of 
the Testament and Psalms; the type and exe- 
cution excited universal admiration. The time 
had now arrived for re-assembling the people ; 
about 115 were present. The love of our 
Heavenly Father in His dear Son was, I trust, 
known and felt among us, and some renewed 
ability granted to tell of the fulness of the 
blessing of the Gospel of Christ. The people 
were solid in their deportment ; the pastor, on 
their bebalf and his own, acknowledged the 
visit in a simple and respectful manner, and 
subsequently distributed the tracts placed at 
his disposal, apportioning a set of five to each 
family, and they were, as wontedly, well re- 
ceived. 

27th.—Fine weather continues and is greatly 
in our favor. Left Vallanes about eleven, 
the pastor kindly bearing us company a few 
miles on the way. In passing the home of the 
Sysselman, who was at the meeting yester- 
day, he invited us to halt and take coffee 
with him, which we did. The doctor recently 
appointed for a large district was also there ; 
before we parted a few words appeared to 
spring up with freshness, which I could not 
take peacefully away, and they were accepted 


in the love in which they were offered. Here 
we took leave of the pastor and passed on, and 
soon began to ascend the mountain ridge over 
which the clouds had densely spread ; to the 
west it continued clear, and the silvery sun- 
light, spreading over the Lagar Fljott and 
resting with brightness on the snowy moun- 
tain range beyond, was “ beautiful exceedingly,” 
the effect being considerably heightened by the 
deep shade of the nearer view. Passing on, 
we were soon in the midst of the mountains, 
desolate in the extreme, the blackened patches 
of firmer vegetation the recent snows melting 
had left, and the almost trackless way, amid 
“stones of emptiness” were deepened in their 
character by the winter-like wind, which came 
sweeping by, bearing with it the first snow- 
flake of the year’s decline when little more 
than half of it had passed. About eight we 
reached the house of a merchant near Drergas- 
tein, on the northern shore of the Seydisfiord, 
and, though entire strangers, met with a cor- 
dial reception, sleeping accommodation being 
freely offered for ourselves and our men, the 
kindness and ease with which all was done 
forming a marked feature of the whole. Sup- 
per was speedily prepared, after which we re- 
tired early to rest. 

28th. — Breakfast at eight, our hospita- 
ble host sitting down with us, and continuing 
while our usual chapter was read; a sense of 
sweet peace rested on a few words which fol- 
lowed a brief pause. The sitting room was 
cheerfully offered for our meeting. Painted 
and papered, and panelled with a gilt moulding, 
with muslin curtains, and other et-ceteras, it 
was quite the most finished apartment we have 
occupied in this land. Here at ten the meet- 
ing was held, a few neighboring merchants 
and others, including the pastor of Drergas- 
tein (to whom an invitation had been sent,) 
being present, about twenty-seven altogether, 
rather more than half being females; several 
who were present came from a considerable 
distance ; all were attentive and appeared seri- 
ous; tongue and utterance were in mercy 
granted, and the meeting ended solidly. We 
left at one, grateful for the kindness so largely 
extended to usin this place. Now commenced 
a remarkable journey over the mountains, oc- 
cupying somewhat less than five hours, steep 
and rugged beyond description, testing alike 
the strength of horses and of men. The com- 
bined views were very fine, embracing as they 
did the mountains, the fiord, and the sea. 

In one part we passed over snow of unknown 
depth, from whence the waters rush and pour 
into the valley below in beautiful cascades ; 
rising higher still, the soil only recently laid 
open to the sun and air, had not yet had time 
to vegetate. It continued calm and fine as, 
further on, we passed over unbroken snow 
more than a mile in length. In rather more 
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than four hours, we were safely in the valley 
on the other side, and it was not long ere a 
welcome awaited us at Klipstather, where re- 
sides an Icelandic pastor who married a sister 
of EK. Magnuson. HE. Magnuson remarked of 
this afternoon’s travel, “Oh, the mountain to- 
day! I shall remember it as long as I live.” 

The pastor promptly wrote a note of invita- 
tion to his parishioners, urging them to attend 
the meeting. After nine at night, a golden 
tint still rested on the mountain tops, from 
whence the wasting snow appeared unwilling 
to depart; in the early part of the present 
month, the grass lands in the valley were still 
covered. 

29th.— Loss of appetite and oppres- 
sion of the chest continue. So well was the 
pastor’s’ note responded to, that from each 
house in the parish one or more appeared at 
the meeting. The need of a spiritual walk 
and life with daily watchfulness unto prayer, 
and that God is no respecter of persons, pre- 
sented to my mind, and with some freshness 
of feeling and much Christian love was set be- 
fore the little company of thirty-eight. 

About half-past four we left Klipstather, the 
pastor most kindly bearing us company (as 
also did his wife a part of the way.) With 
much thoughtfulness, he lent me an extra 
horse to reduce to its lowest limit the walk 
over the mountain. It was after nine ere we 
reached Desjarmyri, an exceedingly poor spot, 
respecting which, and the wonders of the day 
in snow mountain and other travel, much 
might be detailed. 

30th.—The notice given last evening was 
well responded to, and, about ten o’clock, be- 
tween forty and fifty persons assembled in the 
kirk. It was a time of some openness and re- 
lief, nor could I doubt our being there was in 
right ordering. We left this place between 
twelve and one; the pastor of Klipstather (K. 
Magnuson’s brother) continued to bear us 
company—first to call for a guide, and then to 
the foot of the mountain across which our path 
lay. Here we parted company, a lively sense 
remaining on my mind of all the kindness and 
assistance he has so willingly rendered. Over 
a wild snow mountain track we passed, and 
having gained the lower land, called between 
seven and eight on the pastor of Hjaltastather, 
who kindly offered us refreshment, and wil- 
lingly undertook to give notice of a meeting 
at this place for First day evening, our ar- 
rangements having been previously made 
for two or three days’ halt at KE. Magnuson’s 
father’s at Kirkubier, our horses from long 
travel needing rest, and my health requiring 
it. At Hjaltastather we had to wait till our 
guide was ready, so that it was between ten 
and eleven ere we reached the bank of the 
Lager Fljott. EE. Magnuson and the guide 
raised their voices with Icelandic strength ; 


the blending was heard at the distance of a 
mile; the pastor rightly judged, “It may be 
my son and those who are with him,” and 
soon the ferry-boat was seen gliding over the 
water to bear us to the opposite shore. It 
was now eleven at night, still light, but shad- 
owy; the horses had swam the river, and, 
having been saddled, we mounted once more. 
A little difficulty occurred at a soft piece of 
ground, which my horse did not like to pass 
over; and when he began to sink and plunge, 
I sprang off, and in doing so was almost imme- 
diately sensible of a decidedly increased feel- 
ing of oppression on the chest, as if from a 
blow or strain. After reclining a few minutes 
on the grass, a little to recover from the shock, 
we again set forward, and about twenty minutes 
after eleven were kindly welcomed at the par- 
sonage of Kirkubier. 


(To be continued.) 
--—— -~<9m—2—_--—— 


EMANCIPATION OF THE RUSSIAN SERFS. 


No measure of such importance as that for 
the emancipation of the serfs has probably 
ever been recorded in the history of any coun- 
try. Itshould be borne in mind, however, that 
with all its evils, Russian serfdom was a far 
different system from American Slavery. The 
latter establishes a right of property in the in- 
dividual himself, who thus becomes deprived 
of all personal rights; the former, whilst en- 
couraging ccrtain family rights, and the civil 
status of the serf, subjects him to the author- 
ity, more or less arbitrary, of the proprietor 
of the soil. This was the position of the 
twenty three millions of serfs in Russia, when 
the gigantic work of their emancipation was 
undertaken by the Emperor Alexander II., 
who himself laid down the principles of the 
measure. ‘The proprietors were themselves re- 
quired to submit their own propositions for the 
execution of the Emperor’s design, and forty- 
six Provincial Committees, composed of 1366 
delegates of the nobility, proprietors of land, 
at once entered upon their labors. These lasted 
eighteen months. One of the first points 
raised, referred to the indemnity, and as it af- 
fected the interests of more than a hundred 
thousand masters of serfs, the discussion was 
extremely animated. But it did not last long. 
The forty-six Committees, belonging to the 
most diverse regions of the empire, unani- 
mously, without a single dissenting voice, repu- 
diated the idea of any indemnity being due to 
the proprietors. The various schemes elabora- 
ted in these Committees, varied and contra- 
dictory though they were upon numerous points 
of detail, were nevertheless united on this one 
material point, for the preamble of each re- 
port invariably began: “ The nobility renoun- 
ces for ever the right of possessing serfs, with- 
out claiming any indemnity whatever.”* As 








* M, de Milatine, on the Emancipation of the Serfs. 
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a result of this unanimity, immediately upon 
the publication of the Imperial manifesto, de- 
claring the serfs free, they at once recovered 
all their civil rights, and became, in every re- 
spect, the equals of the general population of 
the empire. Forthwith, in the course of the 
year 1861, the communal system of Russia, 
with its local municipalities, whose officers are 
elected by the peasantry themselves, came into 
operation, replacing the more or less arbitrary 
power of the proprietary. 

Your Committee submit that the spontaneous 
and unanimous renunciation by the nobility, of 
all claim to compensation, was an act of most 
enlightened patriotism and humanity, deserv- 
ing of special record. 

On the 8d of March, in the present year, 
the period expired, which had been designated 
as the limit of the term allowed for the regula- 
tion of the details of the measure, consisting 
chiefly of the due apportionment of rent-rate 
to the proprietors, on account of lands occu- 
pied by the peasants. The whole of these ar- 
rangements have been completed in the most 
satisfactory manner, and there remains only to 
regulate on what conditions the serfs wko hold 
land ata fixed rental may buy up the yearly 
tax or sum they must pay for the land they oc- 
cupy, but of which they are not masters. 
This measure, it will be seen, is of immense 
importance to the future of Russia, inasmuch 
as, when it is carried out, it will create an 
enormous landed proprietary, with a stake in 
the country, and with every inducement to 
self-elevation. It is estimated that at least 
3,000,000 of individuals, who, scarcely two 
years ago, were mere tillers of the soil for 
the benefit of their masters, are now in abso- 
jute, inalienable possession of 4,500,000 hec- 
tares of land. 

Recent accounts from Russia concur in rep- 
resenting the results of this great act of en- 
franchisement as most satisfactory. Education 
and social improvement are advancing rapidly. 
Upwards of 800 schools have been established 
for the peasantry, and their improved habits of 
industry, the increasing demand for land, the 
eagerness with which their savings are invested 
in its purchase, and the improvement observa- 
ble in their family relations, inspire the belief 
that this mighty social revolution, so complete, 
yet accomplished so peacefully, will bring its 
blessings, not upon the emancipated class only, 
but upon the empire at large.—Report of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society. 

aschaapliliatinene 

Self-conceit, presumption, and obstinacy tend 
greatly to lessen those possessed of them in 
the view of sensible persons ; and in youth 
blast the prospects of future improvement and 
usefulness. “ Seest thou a man wise in his own 
conceit ; there is more hope of a fool than of 
him.” 





SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INDIANA 
BIBLE ASSOCIATION OF FRIENDS—(1863.) 


At the Annual Meeting of the Indiana Bible 
Association of Kriends, held at Whitewater 
Meeting House, in Richmond, Indiana, Sixth- 
day evening, Tenth month 2d, 1863, 


The following report of the Executive Com- 
mittee has been read and accepted, and the la- 
bors and care of that Committee have been 
satisfactory to the Association : 


To the Indiana Bible Association of Friends: 


Dear Frienps—We have held Quarterly 
Meetings as required by the Constitution, and 
continued to labor with unabated interest, the 
past year, in the good work in which the So- 
ciety is engaged. 

The object of our Association, as stated in 
the Constitution, is “to aid and encourage the 
circulation of the Holy Scriptures among all 
classes of people in our own and other coun- 
tries, and to promote, as far as we can, the 
diligent perusal of them, in order to an un- 
prejudiced and practical knowledge of their 
invaluable contents, and to a hearty belief in 
their Divine inspiration and authority.” We 
rejoice that an object at once so simple and 
comprehensive should meet with so much favor 
in our religious Society, and would encourage 
Friends not only to give it their assent and the 
support of their means, but to show their in- 
terest in it by active and hearty co-operation 
and labor, remembering that “to him that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it 
is sin.” 

It will be seen by the annexed extracts from 
the Reports of the Associations, that some of 
them have been engaged the past year in visit- 
ing and supplying the destitute around them 
with the Holy Scriptures. We believe that 
this work, when undertaken in simple faith by 
those who do it from their love for the Saviour 
and desire to benefit their fellow men, has been 
greatly blessed, and that the system of volun- 
teer labor, undertaken without expectation of 
pay or pecuniary reward, has more effectually 
reached the object in view than any other. 

It has been our object to see that all the 
funds which are contributed are applied directly 
for the purpose for which it was intended—no 
portion of it being used for salaries, or payment 
of agents, all such work being performed gra- 
tuitously by thore who feel it their duty to de- 
vote their time thereto. 

We have purchased during the past year, and 
placed in our Depository, 561 Bibles, 428 Tes- 
taments, and 2,321 Gospel of John, Psalms and 
Proverbs ; and we have sold 589 Bibles, 339 
Testaments, and 2,153 Gospel of John, Prov- 
erbs, &c., and have now remaining on hand 
410 Bibles, 285 Testaments, and 350 Gospel of 
John, Proverbs and Psalms. : 
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As has been stated in our previous reports, 
most of our Auxiliaries make their purchases 
at other points, more convenient to them, and 
we do not expect to do a large business in sales, 
but only to keep a supply ata central point 
where access can be had to them readily when 
desired. We have been kindly aided in this 
matter by the American Bible Society, which 
has furnished such of their publications as we 
desired, at the same rate of discount from the 
bill prices as they allow their Auxiliaries. 

No new Auxiliaries have been organized the 
past year, and those in Iowa having united in 
forming an Association, they will hereafter 
cease to report to us. Reports have been re- 
ceived from the following, extracts from which 
we annex below, viz: Whitewater, Spiceland 
and Northern, in Indiana; Center, Cincinnati 
and West Branch, in Ohio; and Bangor and 
South River, in Iowa, and Kansas, in Kansas. 

We take the following from the Whitewater 
report: 

‘We have sold during the past year 75 Bi- 
bles, 52 Testaments and 3 Gospel of John, and 
have gratuitously distributed 127 Bibles, 187 
Testaments and 14 Gospel of John, Proverbs, 
&e. 

“ Of the foregoing distribution, 7 Bibles and 
130 Testaments were furnished to the 69th 
Regiment. The Chaplain of this regiment 
writes us: ‘The Testaments were promptly dis- 
tributed. They were, for the most part, re- 
ceived with gladness and gratitude, and their 
contents were eagerly devoured.’ 

“ The amount of canvassing done the past 
year has not been large, on account of the dis- 
tance from home we have had to work—most 
of the ground in our immediate vicinity having 
been gone over. 

“Two streets in Richmond have been re-ex- 
amined, with the following results: Families 
visited, 150; destitute of the Bible, 12, all of 
whom were supplied. 

“Laurel township, Franklin county, has 
been visited. Of 298 families, 30 were desti- 
tute of the Bible, all of whom were supplied. 

‘‘ Nettle Creek township, in Randolph Co., 
was canvassed. Families visited, 132 ; desti- 
tute of the Bible, 43, or nearly one-third. 105 
copies of the Bible and Testament were disposed 
of, 61 by sale and 44 by gift. 

Hagerstown and part of Jefferson township, 
in Wayne county, have also been canvassed. 
Families visited, 105; destitute of the Bible, 
15, all of whom were supplied. 

“‘ Recapitulation.—T otal number of families 
visited, 675 ; found destitute of the Bible, 100 ; 
Bibles sold while canvassing, 43 ; Testaments, 
24; Bibles given away while canvassing, 81; 
Testaments, 54; Tracts distributed, 1,400. 

“Qur confidence in the usefulness of this 
work is unabated, particularly when done by 
voluntary agents who work without pay, under 


a sense of duty as unto God and not unto men. 
Such have found that a blessing has rested on 
their feeble efforts to advance the good cause.” 

Spiceland reports as follows : 

“In making up our Annual Report, we may 
acknowledge that if we have fallen short in our 
efforts toward the distribution of the Holy 
Scriptures, it has not been for the lack of 
means, friends of the cause having been liberal 
in their donations for carrying on the good 
work. In commencing operations for the year, 
several gave in their names as canvassers, and 
most of the field laid out has been gone over, 
and is as follows, to wit: 

“Brown township, Hancock county, and 
nearly or quite all of Wayne township, Henry 
county, (although we have not received a full 
report from all of the latter township). Union 
township, Shelby county, and Posey township, 
Rush county, Indiana, have also been canvassed. 
[A tabular statement shows 742 families visit- 
ed; 117 families destitute of the Bible; and * 
125 Bibles and 3 Testaments sold and given.] 
And there has been some canvassing done in 
two other townships, the report of which we 
defer until more definite information can be 
given. We have sold a considerable number 
of Bibles and Testaments during the past year, 
in addition to those included in the statement 
below, and have also appropriated $25 to aid in 
foreign supplies. 

“As there is a large scope of unexplored 
territory around many of our homes, and great 
destitution of the Holy Scriptures existing, to- 
gether with new fields opening, wherein Chris- 
tian benevolence and persevering exertions are 
loudly called for, may we not feel stimulated to 
move forward in the good cause in which we 
are engaged, having the love of Christ and the 
good of souls for our constraining motive ?” 

From the report from Northern : 

‘The following is a statement as near as can 
well be made, from the defective materials fur- 
nished, of the proceedings of the Association, 
for the year ending Sixth month 21st, 1863: 

‘*We have bought 55 Bibles and 8 Testa- 
ments. We have canvassed twelve sections in 
Franklin township, and completed Liberty 
township in Grant county, and sold some books 
in other places. Have visited 261 families ; 
found 24 destitute of a copy of the Holy 
Scriptures; sold and given away 106 Bibles 
and Testaments, and distributed about 1700 
Tracts.” 

From Center : 

‘Our Executive Committee have given some 
attention during the past year, to the circula- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures. 

“We have sold 7 Bibles; 2 others partly 
sold and partly donated. Sold 3 Testaments 
with Psalms, and 4 without. Donated 4 Bi- 
bles and 10 Testaments. The four Bibles and 
10 Testaments donated were to First-day 
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Schools, among the colored people, which were 
very thankfully received.” 

From Cincinnati: 

“Our total distribution for the year has been 
30 Bibles and 388 Testaments. ; 

“Our principal donations have been to sol- 
diers in the field and in hospitals. We feel 
that our limited means could not be better ap- 
propriated than toward supplying the Holy 
Scriptures to those who are deprived of so many 
religious privileges, believing they are able to 
‘ make wise unto salvation, through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus.’ 

“Tn this brief review of our labors for the 
year, we regret that so little has been accom- 
plished, and we would express the hope that 
during the present year, our means will enable 
us to extend our labors.” 

From the West Branch Auxiliary : 

“We have purchased during the year, 259 
Testaments, 75 Bibles, 50 Proverbs, and 24 
Psalms, at a cost of $95. Most of the books 
have been sold or given away, as circumstances 
required. We haveat this time 26 agents who 
are canvassing our territory.” 

From Bangor Auxiliary : 

‘We have bought 89 Bibles and 82 Testa- 
ments the past year. Visited 280 families; 
found 1 in 43 destitute. Sold 17 large and 20 
small Bibles; gave 8 large and 19 small. Sold 
26 Testaments; gave 12. 

“* Most of the families visited were professors. 
We have held two large and interesting meet- 
ings; received $12 in aid of the cause at one, 
and $5.40 at the other. 

‘“‘ We are canvassing in five townships, none 
of them completed yet.” 

From South River, Iowa: 

“In making this, our third Annual Report, 
we are again constrained to say, that in conse- 
quence of the limited means at our disposal, we 
have done but little in disseminating the Holy 
Scriptures; yet, some of the destitute have been 
furnished with that invaluable book. We have 
sold in the past year, 65 Bibles and 19 Testa- 
ments; donated 8 Bibles and 19 Testaments.” 

We have continued to feel a deep interest in 
the supply of the Holy Scriptures to those in for- 
eign lands who are not favored, as we are, with 
access to them, and have thought it right to 
appropriate a portion of the limited means at 
our disposal to this purpose. In the Tenth 
month last, we remitted to the American Bible 
Society $100 from our Treasury, which was 
appropriated to Liberia, in Africa. A contri- 
bution of $25 from the Spiceland Auxiliary, in 
the Fourth month last, was appropriated 
through the same Society to the Arabic Bible 
being printed at Beirut. In reference to this 
“we subjoin the following extract from a letter 
from the Assistant Treasurer of the American 
Bible Society: “It may interest you and other 
Friends to learn that the Arabic language is 


the vernacular of a greater number of the in- 
habitants of the globe, than any other. On the 
authority of a learned and faithful Missionary, 
now in this house, who has been engaged for 
years among the Arabians, we are assured that 
it is the mother tongue, and the language of 
the literature of one hundred and twenty mil- 
lions of human souls, with purity of dialect, 
without any variations. Europe, Asia, Africa, 
each number their many millions; and possibly 
no better work, as regards numbers, can be done 
in the way of imparting the knowledge of the 
Scriptures, than to them. The edition we are 
printing is admitted, by the best scholars, 
Christian and Mohammedan, to be the most 
correct ever translated into that language.” 

In the Seventh month last, we forwarded to 
the same Society $30 received from White- 
water Auxiliary, to be used in supplying Scrip- 
tures to the destitute in foreign lands. This 
was appropriated to “ printing some portions of 
the New Testament, never before printed, for 
the missions of Corisco Island, on the Equator, 
north of the Gaboon river, on the west coast of 
Africa, in the Benga language.” 

We would renewedly call the attention of 
Friends to our duty in aiding in this important 
work. We do but little as a religious society 
toward the dissemination of the Gospel by per- 
sonal labors in heathen lands; let us not fail to 
cast in our mite toward circulating the Holy 
Scriptures among them. 

We have believed it our duty to aid in sup- 
plying the soldiers and prisoners of war, par- 
ticularly the sick and wounded, with the Holy 
Scriptures, and have had abundant evidence of 
the usefulness of the work. One of our aux- 
iliaries has, during the year, supplied a regi- 
ment with 7 Bibles and 130 Testaments. Seve- 
ral hundred of the.Gospel of John have been 
distributed among the sick and wounded in 
hospitals, who were too feeble to hold a heavier 
book, and were reccived with great pleasure. 
We have received an appropriation of $30 
from the Whitewater Auxiliary, to be applied in 
furnishing the New Testament to sick and 
wounded Indiana soldiers. Several of our 
friends have been visitiag the hospitals, for the 
purpose of supplying the inmates with the 
Holy Scriptures and other religious and moral 
reading ; and many touching incidents are told 
of the thankfulness and avidity with which 
many a weak and suffering fellow-being has 
accepted the proffered gift. 

A Bible Association of Friends was formed 
at the late Yearly Meeting in Iowa. Our 
friends in that State manifest much interest in 
the good work. We are glad to learn that the 
Associations in Ohio and Western Yearly 
Meetings are still active and efficient. 

Signed by direction and on behalf of the 
Executive Committee, Levi Jessup, Sec’y. 

Tenth month 2, 1863, 
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THE COTTON PROSPECTS FoR 1864. 


The English journals continue to discuss 
the subject of the cotton prospects for 1864. 
The latest and fullest paper on the subject ap- 
pears in the Manchester Lxaminer, in which 
the writer, after an exhaustive review of the 
facts in the case, presents the following re- 
sults : First, that the production of cotton in 
other countries than the Southern States of 
America is steadily increasing, the imports of 
1864 exceeding probably those of 1862 by one 
million of bales, thus lessening exclusive de- 
pendence upon one source of supply ; secondly, 
that the three countries which have shown the 
most eager desire to contribute to this result— 
Egypt, Turkey and Italy—possess advantages 
in climate, soil and facility of access to the 
English market which enable them to compete 
successfully with the Southern States of Amer- 
ica, not only in quality, but also in cost of pro- 
duction. The writer is confident that in a few 
years the coast of the Mediterranean will fur- 
nish an annual supply of two millions of bales. 
Of India he does not take so hopeful a view. 
So long as high prices prevail, she may furnish 
a considerable quantity of cotton ; but when 
this stimulus is withdrawn, and the day of 
competition returns—as return it will—then, it 
is thought, will she descend to her former 
subordinate position in the cotton markets of 
the world. This result (he says) will be owing 
to the inferiority of her staple, the imperfec- 
tion of her agriculture, the ignorance of her 
ryots, the frauds of her middlemen, and the 
indifference of her rulers. 


GGG ee 


GREAT RAILROAD ESTABLISHMENT. 


The London and Northwestern Railway 
Company’s Works at Crewe, near Liverpool, 
Kngland, form an immense establishment. They 
cover seventeen acres of ground, and 30,000 
square yards of the space are occupied with 
shops. Rails are made on the premises for the 
railroad, and a great number are made of Bes- 
semer steel; others are formed with the top 
and bottom of steel and the middle part of iron. 
About 15,000 tons of rails are made annually. 
The smithy for forgings covers an area of 5,000 
square yards. Fifteen steam hammers of vari- 
ous sizes are required, and there are 100 smith’s 
hearths. The engine wheels are solid wrought- 
iron forgings. In the boiler shop 120 locomo- 
tive boilers and 100 new engines are made an- 
nually. No less than 1,100 engines are required 
as stock for the road.— Scientific American. 

+ em: — 


A NEW WANT FOR THIS COUNTRY. 


The breaking up of the system of slave labor 
in the Cotton States, consequent upon the re- 
bellion, opens a new field of experiment for our 
inventors and mechanics. The cotton, rice and 


sugar fields are to be cultivated by free labor, 
and as a necessary consequence, by labor-saving 
tools and machinery. Instead of the scratchy 
hoe and mule plow for breaking up the cotton 
lands, there must and will be steam plows in- 
troduced and used. The cotton lands are par- 
ticularly adapted for the use of the steam plow ; 
being mostly quite level, and the soil strong and 
compact. These lands having been worked for 
years chiefly on the surface only, steam plows 
that will go sixteen or eighteen inches deep, 
will bring to the surface the elements of fertil- 
ity so long neglected and unused, and planta- 
tions that are now comparatively valueless un- 
der the very superficial cultivation of slave la- 
bor, can be made mines of wealth to the coun- 
try. What is now wanted is the steam plow 
that is best calculated for this service. The 
population for tending and picking the cotton 
are all on the Jands ready for the service, and 
under efficient steam plowing and intelligent 
free labor culture, the crops may easily be 
doubled. Who has got the best steam plow? 
—Railway Times. 


HEAVY TRADE IN CANNED PROVISIONS. 


Few persons have any idea of the extent to 
which the business of preserving fruit for the 
army and the trade generally, is now carried on 
in this country. There are many large firms in 
the different States engaged in this business, 
who employ a great many hands, and have 
heavy amounts of capitalembarked. The con- 
sumption of fruit, vegetables, and, in many 
cases, meats and game (where this branch of 
the business is carried on) is enormous. One 
firm in New Jersey is thus spoken of in an ex- 
change :— 

“The buildings in which the main operations 
are carried on cover more than an acre of 
ground, and apart from the branch of canning 
and preserving, which often exceeds 5,000 cans 
per day, they often turn out six tons of assort- 
ed jellies, in glass, per week. The product of 
50,000 tomato plants, 30 acres of strawberries, 
and 35 acres of sweet corn, bave been used du- 
ring the present season for canning. During 
the peach season about two hundred hands, 
chiefly women, are employed paring and halv- 
ing this delicious fruit. Choice fruits being in 
abundance around the establishment, they are 
enabled to can them fresh from the field and 
orchard, while they retain their primitive sweet- 
ness and natural flavor.” 


——-—<2—-—— -— 


Go TO WORK. 


The idea of “respectable employment” is 
the rock upon which thousands split, and ship- 
wreck themselves and all who depend on them. 
All employments are respectable that bring 
honest gains. The laborer who is willing to 
turn his hands to anything is as respectable as 
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the clerk or dapper store-tender. Indeed, the 
man who is ready to work whenever work offers, 
whatever it may be, rather than lie idle and 
beg, is afar more respectable man than one 
who turns up his nose at hard labor, wearies 
his friends with his complaints because he can 
get nothing respectable to do, pockets their 
benefactions without thankfulness, and goes on 
from day to day, a useless, lazy grumbler.— 
Scientific American. 


I have felt desirous that those who have the 
care of preparing them might be careful not to 
say toomuch. I have often felt a satisfaction 
when looking over the list, to find remarks 
limited to age, place of abode, and final and 
peaceful close of the individual.” 

We wish very tenderly but earnestly to press 
upon our correspondents an observance of the 
desire and feelings thus expressed. Friends 
object to laudatory inscriptions upon tombstones, 
but many do not hesitate to offer for record in 
our pages, obituaries of the same character, and 
obnoxious, of course, to the same objections. 

There are few cases in which it is needful to 
describe, in detail, the life of the deceased. 
This is known to those who were acquainted 
with the individual, and is generally of little 
importance to others unless it conveys lessons 
of especial instruction. We often meet with 
stereotyped phrases relative to the character of 
the departed as a husband or wife; a parent or 
child ; a brother or sister or friend. This is al- 
ready known to relatives and acquaintances, 
however widely scattered, and when anything 
more than a simple notice of a death is given, it 
should, in general, be confined to a brief account 
of the spiritual condition of the departed dur- 
ing his or her closing days or hours. 

As we do not publish the deaths of persons 
who are not members of our Religious Society, 
it is necessary that the fact of membership 
should be mentioned ; and we may again state 
that obituaries unaccompanied by a responsible 
signature are not inserted. 

The Editor has found it a necessary, though 
often a laborious and very undesirable duty, to 
abridge many of the obituaries sent to him. 
He would be glad to be relieved from the un- 
pleasant task, but this can be done only by the 
exercise of more care on the part of our friends 
“not to say too much.” 


— -—0e~ 


Marrigep, on the 26th of 8th month, 1863, at 
Friends’ Meeting, Dartmouth, Mass., Tnomas B. Mir- 
CHELL, of Fall River, son of Richard and Lydia Mit- 
chell, (the former deceased,) to ANNIE ALMy, daugh- 
ter of George and Anna Almy, of Dartmouth. 
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PHILADELPHIA, TWELFTH MONTH 19, 1863. 


THE PResIDENT’s MEssAGE.—We must con- 
fine our extracts this week, from this import- 
ant document, to the portions which relate to 
slavery and emancipation, appending the Proc- 
lamation which accompanied the Message. 

It will be seen that the President takes no 
backward step in respect to the laws and proc- 
lamations abolishing slavery. “To give up 
this principle,” he says, “would be not only 
to relinquish a lever of power, but would also 
be a cruel and astounding breach of faith. I 
may add, at this point, that while I remain in 
my present position, I shall not attempt to re- 
tract or modify the Emancipation Proclamation. 
Nor shall I return to slavery any person who is 
free by the terms of the proclamation or by any 
act of Congress.” 

“ The Press” of this city says— The Presi- 
dent’s Message has just been read in Congress. 
Its reception was most significant. The true 
friends of the Government are fully, completely 
satisfied. * * * It only needed this Message to 
clinch and rivet the wide-spread and daily 
growing popularity of Mr. Lincoln. That he 
has a hold on the popular heart stronger than 
any living American, has been made clear by a 
thousand evidences. And now that he has 
again planted himself on the rock of principle, 
and once more renewed his covenant against 
slavery, he has proved that he deserves the 
confidence so universally and unstintingly given 
to him.” 





Ee 


OsiruARies.—A friend who, during a long 
life, has been actively engaged in faithfully per- 
forming her Christian duties, expresses, in a re- 
cent letter, her approbation of Friends’ Review, 
and a desire for an increase of its circulation, 
and then adds:—“ As regards obituary notices, 


inact 

Diep, 11th mo. 5th, 1863, at the residence of her 
brother, Obadiah Morgan, ABigAiL BrRazLeTON, widow 
of William Brazleton, aged 73 years and 10 days; a 
member of Plainfield Monthly Meeting. During an 
illness of nine months she bore her sufferings with 
much patience and resignation, giving her friends 
and relatives the consoling hope that her end was 
peace. 
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Diep, on the 26th of 11th month, 1863, Ann, wife 
of Jesse Vore, an esteemed member of Alum Creek 
Monthly Meeting, Ohio, aged nearly 71 years. She 
has left a hope in the minds of her friends that 


through the mercy of God in Christ Jesus her end 
was peace. 





, in Mount Pleasant, Jefferson county, Ohio, 
on the 17th of 5th month, 1863, IsRAEL JENKINS, an 
esteemed member of Short Creek Monthly Meeting, 
in the 84th year of his age. He settled within the 
limits of Short Creek more than 60 years ago, being 
among the first settlers of that meeting. He was 
firmly attached to the doctrines and testimonies of 
the Society of Friends, and during his last illness 
often expressed his love for his Friends, to those 
who visited him, desiring that they might be endued 
with Christian love, and maintain unity one with 
another, in the bond of peace. His disorder was of 
such a character as to render it difficult for him to 
converse much, but he often expressed his entire res- 
ignation and willingness to depart, saying there 
was nothing in his way; all was peace. 





, On the 6th of 6th mo., 1863, PHILANDER 
Orvis, in the 91st year of his age. He came into 
the Society by request, and remained a consistent 
member for more than 60 years. ‘“ As the sheaf is 
gathered in in its season,” so he ended his days. 


——, on the 13th of 9th mo., 1863, Mary O. Mor- 
RISON, wife of Page Morrison, in the 53d year of her 
age. Her close was in peace. 


, on the 10th of 8th mo., 1863, at Ripton, Vt., 
Saran Situ, wife of Joseph Smith, in the 77th 
year of her age. 

, near the end of 10th mo., 1863, in North 
Ferrisburgh, Vt., Mary Rogers, in the 70th year of 
her age. When in the enjoyment of health, she 
devoted herself acceptably to the concerns of the 
Society, and to the necessities of the poor; the lat- 
ter so silently as to exemplify the injunction, “‘ When 
thou doeth alms, let not thy left hand know what 
thy right hand doeth.” 


The four above-named Friends were members of 
Ferrisburgh Monthly Meeting. 











, in Starksboro, Vt., on the 29th of 5th mo., 
1863, CaristiaAn, widow of Asa Rhoads, in her 90th 
year, a member of Ferrisburgh Monthly Meeting. 
Her long and useful life was marked with much 
Christian simplicity and devotedness of heart to the 
cause of our holy Redeemer. When disease and 
suffering pressed heavily upon her, in her usual 
meek and quiet spirit, she was favored in cheerful 
submission to resign herself to the will of her 
heavenly Father, calmly waiting all the appointed 
time until the blessed change came. She found in 
Him a strong refuge, an unfailing comfort, and hope 
of glory. 


——, at Manchester, Me., on the 26th of 10th mo. 
last, Hannan M. Sampson, wife of Procter Sampson, 
and daughter of Asa and Cynthia Morrill, aged 37 
years. Although suddenly admonished that she 
must bid adieu to all terrestrial things in the prime 
of life, yet this dear young Friend gave marked 
evidence that she was no stranger to the work of 
grace; even in the early stage of her suffering ill- 
ness of two weeks, she manifested no uneasiness 
relative to the change that seemed to await her. 
On being questioned on the subject of death, and 
the thought of leaving her friends, she calmly 
remarked that she was at peace, saying, “I feel that 
there is a place in heaven for me.” Thus through 
faith and patience she was able to take hold of the 
precious promises of her Lord, and lay down in 


quiet sleep, even “that rest which remaineth for the 
people of God.” 


Dizp, in Westport, Mass., 9th mo. 27th, 1863, 
Anna H., wife of Charles Fisher, aged 34 years, 7 
months, and 3 days. 


——, in Dartmouth, Mass., on the 19th of 11th 
mo., 1863, Appy H., daughter of Moses and Maria 
B. Smith, aged 19 years, 2 months, and 17 days. 
At the age of about 16, her health began to decline, 
yet at times she entertained hopes of recovery, until 
within a few months of her close, when all within 
her seemed to yield in sweet, humble submission to 
the Divine will, saying, at one time,she had no 
choice to have things other than they were. A few 
days before her death, when it was thought she was 
nearly gone, she said, on reviving a little, that 
death seemed pleasant ; she felt happy beyond words 
to convey. In this peaceful, reconciled frame of 
mind she passed quietly away. 


The above two were members of Dartmouth 
Monthly Meeting of Friends. 


, 11th mo 13th, 1863, Saran M., wife of Ben- 
jamin Taylor, a beloved elder of Burlington Monthly 
Meeting, N. J., in the 66th yearof herage. Humil- 
ity and tenderness of spirit were prominent charac- 
teristics of this dear Friend. She was especially 
careful to train up her children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord; and in all the relations of 
private life she adorned her Christian profession. 
Asan Elder, she was in weightiness of spirit an 
example to the flock, when assembled for Divine 
worship, and being baptized by the One Spirit into 
the one body,she was prepared to sympathize with 
those among whom her lot was cast, who were 
called tothe ministry of the Gospel; often evincing 
that, as a fellow-helper, she accompanied them in 
their exercises, bearing their burdens and travailing 
with them for the prosperity of Zion, and the en- 
largement of her borders. The memoranda she has 
left show that she sought in prayer that cleansing 
which can only be obtained through Him “ who of 
God is made unto us wisdom and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption,” while the calm com- 
posure of her spirit, in ber last illness, afforded evi- 
dence that the Beloved of her soul was with her to 
the end. 





isctesiialiiatainiatiin 
TO LEASE, 


For a term of years, the premises known as Nine 

Partners Boarding School, in Dutchess Co., New 

York, together with the furniture, and about ten 

acres of land adjoining. The above property will 

be leased on favorable terms to a competent Friend, 

for the purpose of a Boarding and Day School. 
Apply to Ww. B. Coxuiss, Peekskill, N. Y., or 
Rost. Lixptey Murray, N. Y. City. 

12th mo. 12th—a2t. 

soundest 

THE SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN. 
VotumE X., New Series, 


Commences on the Ist of January next; therefore, 
Now is the time to Subscribe. 


Mechanics will find in the Screntiric AMERICAN val- 
uable information concerning their various Trades, 
and details of all the latest and best improvements 
in Machinery, Tools and Processes. 

Inventors will find all necessary instructions how 
to secure Letters Patent for their inventions ; also 
excellent illus‘rations and descriptions of all the 
principal inventions recently made in this country 
and in Europe; likewise an Official List of the 
claims of all Patents granted weekly at Washington, 
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with numerous explanatory notes; also, discus sion’ 
of questions concerning the Patent Laws of the Uni- 
ted States, reports of trials in court, with legal opin- 
10ns, etc. 

Magufacturers will find illustrated articles descrip- 
tive of the most recently invented machines used in 
various manufacturing operations. 

Engineers will find valuable descriptions of all the 
best inventions connected with Steam, Railroad 
Marine, and Mechanical Engineering ; together with’ 
® faithful record of the progress of science in all 
these departments, both at home and abroad. 

Chemists will find details of recent discoveries 
made in Chemistry, and articles on the application 
of that science to all the Useful Arts. 

Agriculturists will find engravings and descrip- 
tions of all the best and most approved Farm Im- 
plements ; also, original or well-selected articles on 
matters relating to general Agriculture. 

All Classes of Readers will find in the Screnriric 
AMERICAN a popular resume of all the best scientific 
information of the day; and it is the aim of the 
publishers to present it always in an attractive form, 
avoiding as much as possible abstruse terms. 

Subscribers should remit so as to have their sub- 
scriptions begin on the Ist of January, with the 
new volume. Those who preserve their numbers 
for binding have, at the end of the year, two hand- 
some volumes of 416 pages each—832—with several 
hundred engravings. 

Terms of Subscription—$3 for one year, $1.50 
for six months ; $1 for four months; 20 copies in & 
Club can be had for $40. Subscribers in Canada 
should remit 25 cents extra, to pay postage. Speci- 
men Copies seut free; also, gratis, a pamphlet of 
“‘ Advice to Inventors.” Address 

Muyn & Co., Publishers, 
37 Park Row, New York City. 
nici Rg Se 


FRIENDS’ BOARDING SCHOOL. 


OsxaLoosa, Iowa, 2d of 12th month, 1863. 

To the Editor of Friends’ Review: 

In accordance with suggestions made by our friend 
David Hunt, in alate number of the Review, (Pleas- 
ant Plain Quarterly Meeting having declined to take 
any steps toward rebuilding ‘Spring Creek Insti- 
tute,”) Friends in the vicinity of Oskaloosa, have 
associated themselves together and purchased ninety 
acres of land, adjoining the Yearly Meeting House 
Lot, on the North and West, for four thousand five 
hundred dollars, with a view of securing to Friends 
of Iowa any part thereof, at actual cost, for a 
Yearly Meeting Boarding School. And we indulge 
the earnest hope that Friends of Iowa will unite 
in the effort to appropriate a sufficient quantity of 
said premises for a school; and we also recommend 
the whole subject to the favorable consideration of 
Friends everywhere. 

We therefore request our friend David Hunt, (on 
behalf of more than two thousand children of 
Friends in Iowa,) in connexion with our friends, 
John P. Wood and Andrew D. Tomlinson, of West- 
ern Yearly Meeting ; Charles F. Coffin and A. M. 
Taylor, of Indiana; James B. Bruff and Thomas 
Terrell, of Ohio; Francis T. King and James C. 
Thomas, of Baltimore; Samuel Rhoads and Wm. J. 
Allinson of Philadelphia ; Lindley M. Moore and Rob- 
ert Lindley Murray, of New York; and Nathan 
Breed, (of Lynn,) and Gilbert Congdon, of New 
England, to interest themselves in this matter, re- 
ecive subscriptions and donations, and forward the 


same to Andrew C, Williams, Treasurer, Oskaloosa, 
lowa. 







































































































































































































































































































































































By order of the Board of Managers, 
Cyrus Brepx, Secretary. 
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For Friends’ Review. 
THE FREED PEOPLE IN THE SOUTH-WEST. 


[The following extracts are from a letter of 
Elkanah Beard, Chief Agent of Indiana Year- 
ly Meeting’s Executive Committee on the Con- 
cerns of the People of Color.] 

Young’s Point, Miss., 11th month 16th, 1863. 

Our journey from Cairo here was very te- 
ee ee 

Being detained at Memphis two days, we 
availed ourselves of the privilege of visiting 
President’s Island. From the energy of those in 
charge a great improvement has been made in 
the condition of the freed people at that place 
since I was there last summer. 

Through the kindness of Major Wm. Sar- 
geant, we were furnished transportation from 
Memphis to Vicksburg on the steamer South 
Western. ; ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ 

A number of boats were fired into by guer- 
rillas on their way down ;—some of their pas- 
sengers were killed and several wounded ; but 
our crew, in an entirely defenceless condition 
as to outward weapons, passed unharmed. 

At Helena there is a large number of colored 
people under the charge of Page Tyler, a Mis- 
sionary sent out by the African Methodist 
church of Illinois. Many of these, since the 
raid of Price, have been in a very destitute, 
suffering condition ; their houses, bedding and 
clothes were burnt, and very little has been 
given them since. With tears in their eyes 
they begged me to return soon and render 
them some assistance. 

There are about ten thousand in the differ- 
ent camps near Vicksburg, many of whom are 
in a very destitute condition. 

This camp, Young’s Point, is said to have 
three thousand in it, scattered along the river 
for nearly three miles. 

Upon our arrival here I was greeted by many, 
‘God bless you, masser, I knowed you’s a com- 
ing. Jesus bring you back again to teach us 
poor critters. We ’membered you while you’s 
gone ; and de blessed Jesus hab now answered 
our prayer. 

“You made us feel so bad under dat Pochen 
tree, when you said you’s going home; but 
now we’s gladder than eber ; O bless de Lord,” 


&e. &e. 


We have yet nothing but a tent to lie in, but 
hope soon to have better accommodations. 

The colored people are willing to do any- 
thing for us they can; and many of them, in 
their broken way, at family worship, pray spe- 
cially in our behalf. 

There are full three hundred here that wish 
to go to school, but we cannot accommodate 
more than half that number. We have the 
promise of another school house soon, and then 
we hope to accommodate all who wish to come. 
We have been accredited by Adj. Gen. 
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Thomas, as Government Employees, and are 
therefore entitled to such rations as soldiers 
have here. Vegetables are scarce and very 
high. 

Through the kindness of Col. Eaton, I have 
been furnished with an order of transportation 
on any steamboat or railroad, good for six 
months, subsistence included. This was un- 
expected to me, as I had not said a word about 
any such thing to them. Although there are 
some 25 other Missionaries in and around 
Vicksburg, I presume none have been treated 
with more respect than we have been by those 
in authority. 

We are enjoying tolerably good health, for 
which I trust we are thankful. 


ELKANAH BEARD. 


———— —_ 


EXTRACTS FROM THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


When Congress assembled a year ago, the 
war had already lasted nearly twenty months, 
and there had been many conflicts both on 
land and sea, with varying results. The rebellion 
had been pressed back into reduced limits, yet 
the tone of public feeling and opinion at home 
and abroad was not satisfactory. With other 
signs, the popular elections, then just passed, 
indicated uneasiness among ourselves, while 
amid much that was cold and menacing, the 
kindest words coming from Europe were ut- 
tered in accents of pity, that we were too 
blind to surrender a hopeless cause. Our com- 
merce was suffering greatly bya few armed ves- 
sels built upon and furnished from foreign shores, 
and we were threatened with such additions from 
the same quarter as would sweep our trade from 
the sea and raise our blockade. We had failed 
to elicit from European Governments anything 
hopeful upon this subject. 

The preliminary emancipation proclamation, 
which was issued in September, was running its 
assigned period to the beginning of the new year. 
A month later the final proclamation came, in- 
cluding the announcement that colored men 
of suitable condition would be received into 
the war service. 

The policy of emancipation and of employ- 
ing black soldiers gave to the future @ new as- 
pect, about which hope, and fear, and doubt 
contended in uncertain conflict. 

According to our political system, as a mat- 
ter of civil administration, the General Govern- 
ment had no lawful power to effect emancipa- 
tion in any State, and for a long time it had 
been hoped that the rebellion could be sup- 
pressed without resorting to it, as a military 
measure. 


be presented. It came, and, as was portended, 
it was followed by dark and doubtful days. 
Eleven months having now passed, we are 


permitted to take another review. The rebel 
borders are pressed still further back, and by 
the complete opening of the Mississippi river, 
the country dominated over by the rebellion is 
divided into distant parts, with no practical 
communication between them. Tennessee and 
Arkansas have been substantially cleared of 
insurgent control and influence, and the citi- 
zens in each, owners of slaves, and advocates of 
slavery at the beginning of the rebellion, now 
declare openly for emancipation in their re- 
spective States. Of those States not included 
in the Emancipation Proclamation, Maryland 
and Missouri, neither of which, three years 
ago, would tolerate any restraint upon the ex- 
tension of slavery into new Territories, only 
dispute now as to the best mode of removing it 
within their own limits. 

Of those who were slaves at the beginning 
of the rebellion full one hundred thousand are 
now in the United States military service, about 
one-half of which number actually bear arms 
in the ranks, thus giving the double advantage 
of taking so much labor from the insurgent 
cause, and supplying the places which other- 
wise must be filled with so many white men. 
So far as tested, it is difficult to say that they 
are not as good soldiers as any. No servile 
insurrection or tendency to violence or cruelty 
has marked the measures of emancipation and 
arming the blacks. 

These measures have been much discussed 
in foreign countries, and cotemporary with 
such discussion, the tone of public sentiment 
there is much improved. At home the same 
measures have been fully discussed, Supported, 
criticised and denounced, and the annual elec- 
tions following are highly encouraging to those 
whose official duty it is to bear.the country 
through this great trial. ; 

Thus we have the new reckoning. ‘The cri- 
sis which threatened to divide the friends of 
the Union is past. 

Looking now to the present and future, and 
with reference to a resumption of the national 
authority within the States wherein that author- 
ity has been suspended, I have thought fit to 
issue a proclamation, a copy of which is here- 
with transmitted. On examination of this 
proclamation, it will appear, as is believed, that 
nothing is attempted beyond what is amply 
justified by the Constitution. True, the form 
of an oath is given, but no man is coerced to 
take it. A man is only promised a pardon in 
case he voluntarily takes the oath. The Con- 
stitution authorizes the Executive to grant or 
withhold the pardon at his own absolute dis- 


It was all the while deemed possible | cretion, and this includes the power to grant 
that the necessity for it might come, and that | 
if it should, the crisis of the contest would then | 


on terms, as is fully established by judicial and 
other authorities. It is also proffered that if, 
“in any of the States named, a State Govern- 
ment shall be, in the mode prescribed, set up, 
such government shall be recognised and 
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guaranteed by the United States, and that un- 
der it the State shall, on the constitutional con- 
ditions, be protected against invasion and do- 
mestic violence.” 

The constitutional obligation of the United 
States to guarantee to every State in the Union 
a republican form of government, and to protect 
the State in the cases stated, is explicit and 
full. But why tender the benefits of this pro- 
vision only to a State Government set up in 
this particular way? This section of the Con- 
stitution contemplates a case wherein the ele- 
ment within a State favorable to a Republican 
form of Government in the Union may be too 
feeble for an opposite and hostile element exter- 
nal to and even within the State; and such are 
precisely the cases with which we are now deal- 
ing. 

An attempt to guarantee and protect a re- 
vived State Government, constructed in whole 
or in preponderating part from the very ele- 
ment against whose hostility and violence it is 
to be protected, is simply absurd. There must 
be a test by which to separate the opposing 
elements, so as to build only from the sound, 
and that test is a sufficiently liberal one which 
accepts as sound whoever will make a sworn 
recantation of his former unsoundness. 

But if it be proper to require as a test of 
admission to the political body an oath of alle- 
giance to the Constitution of the United States, 
and to the Union under it, why not also to the 
laws and proclamations in regard to slavery? 
Those laws and proclamations were enacted 
and put forth for the purpose of aiding in the 
suppression of the rebellion. To give them 
their fullest effect, there had to be a pledge 
for their maintenance. In my judgment they 
have aided and will further aid the cause for 
which they were enlisted. 

To give up this principle would be not only 
to relinquish a lever of power, but would also 
be a cruel and astounding breach of faith. I 
may add at this point that while I remain in 
my present position I shall not attempt to re- 
tract or modify the Emancipation Proclama- 
tion. Nor shall I return to slavery any person 
who is free by the terms of the proclamation, 
or by any act of Congress. 

For these and other reasons, it is thought 
best that the support of these measures shall 
be included in the oath, and it is believed the 
Executive may lawfully claim it in return for 
pardon and restoration of forfeited rights, which 
he has a clear constitutional power to withhold 
altogether, or grant upon the terms which he 
shall deem wisest for the public interest. 

It should be observed, also, that this part of 
the oath is subject to the modifying and abro- 
gating power of legislative and supreme judicial 
decision. 

The proposed acquiescence of the Nation- 
al Executive in any reasonable temporary 











































REVIEW. 


State arrangement for the freed people, is 
made with the view of possibly modifying the 
confusion and destitution which must, at best, 
attend all classes by a total revolution of labor 
throughout whole States. It is hoped that the 
already deeply afflicted people in those States 
may be somewhat more ready to give up the 
cause of their affliction, if, to this extent, this 
vital matter be left to themselves, while no 
power of the National Executive to prevent an 
abuse is abridged by the proposition. 

The suggestion in the proclamation, as to 
maintaining the political framework of the 
States on what is called reconstruction, is made 
in the hope that it may do good without the 
danger of harm. It will save labor, and avoid 
great confusion. 

But why any proclamation now upon the 
subject? This question is beset by the con- 
flicting views that the step might be delayed 
too long or be taken too soon. In some States the 
elements of resumption seem ready for action, 
but remain inactive, apparently for want of a 
rallying point—a plan of action. Why shall 
A adopt the plan of B, rather than B that of 
A? Andif A and B should agree, how can 
they know but that the General Government 
here will reject their plan? By the proclama- 
tion a plan is presented, which may be accepted 
by them as a rallying point, and which they 
are assured in advance will not be rejected here. 
This may bring them to act sooner than they 
otherwise would. 

The objection to a premature presentation of 
a plan by the National Executive consists in 
the danger of committals on points which 
could be more safely left to further develop- 
ments. Care has been taken to so shape the 
document as to avoid embarrassment from this 
source. In saying that on certain terms cer- 
tain classes will be pardoned, with their rights 
restored, it is not said that other classes, on 
other terms, will never be included. In saying 
that a reconstruction will be accepted, if pre- 
sented in a specified way, it is not said that it 
will never be accepted in any other way. 

The movements by State action for emanci- 
pation in several of the States not included in 
the Emancipation Proclamation, are matters of 
profound gratulation ; and while I do not repeat 
in detail what I have heretofore so earnestly 
urged upon this subject, my general views and 
feelings remain unchanged, and I trust that 
Congress will omit no fair opportunity of aid- 
ing these important steps to the great consum- 
mation. In the midst of other cares, however 
important, we must not lose sight of the fact 
that the war power is still our main reliance; 
to that power alone can we look yet for a time 
to give confidence to the people in the con- 
tested regions that the insurgent power will 
not again overrun them. Until that confidence 


shall be established, little can be done any- 
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where for what is called reconstruction ; hence 
our chiefest care must still be directed to the 
army and navy, who have thus far borne their 
harder part so nobly and so well; and it may be 
esteemed fortunate that in giving the greatest 
efficiency to these indispensable arms, we do 
also, honorably recognize the gallant men, from 
commander to sentinel, who compose them, and 
to whom, more than to others, the world must 
stand indebted for the home of freedom disen- 
thralled, regenerated, enlarged and perpetuated. 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 


said oath inviolate; and which oath shall be 
registered for permanent preservation, and 
shall be of the tenor and effect following, to wit : 

“JT dosolemny swear, in the presence of Al- 
mighty God, that I will henceforth faithfully 
support, protect and defend the Constitution of 
the United States and the Union of the Statg 
thereunder; and that I will in like manner 
abide by and faithfully support all acts of Con- 
gress passed during the existing rebellion with 
reference to slaves, so long and so far as not re- 
pealed, modified or held void by Congress or 
by decision of the Supreme Court; and that I 
will in like manner abide by and faithfully 
support all proclamations of the President made 
during the existing rebellion having reference 
to slaves, so long and so far as not modified or 
declared void by the decision of the Supreme 
Court, so help me God.” 

The persons excepted from the benefits of 
the foregoing provisions are all who are or shall 
have been civil or diplomatic officers or agents 
of the so called Confederate Government; nll 
who have left judicial stations under the United 
States to aid the rebellion; all who are or 
shall Lave been military or naval officers of 
said Confederate Government, above the rank 
of colonel in the army, or of lieutenant in the 
navy ; all who left seats in the United States 
Congress to aid the rebellion; all who re- 
signed their commissions in the Army or Nav 
of the United States, and afterwards aided the 
rebellion, and all who have engaged in any way in 
treating colored persons, or white persons in 
charge of such, otherwise than lawfully as 
prisoners of war, and which persons may be 
found in the United States service, as soldiers, 
seamen, or in any other capacity. 

And I do further proclaim, declare and make 
known, that whenever, in any of the States of 
Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Ten. 
nessee, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, South Car- 
olina and North Carolina, a number of persons, 
not less than one-tenth in number of the 
votes cast in such State at the Presidential 
election of the year of our Lord 1860, each 
having taken the oath aforesaid, and not having 
since violated it, and being a qualified voter by,, 
the election law of the State existing imme- 
diately before the so-called act of secession, 
and excluding all others, shall establish a, 
State Government which shall be republican, 
and in no wise contravening said oath, such 
shall be recognized as the true Government of the 
State, and the State shall receive thereunder 
the benefits of the Constitutional provision 
which declares that the United States shall 
guarantee to every State in this Union a re- 
publican form of government, and shall pro- 
tect each of them against invasion, and on 
application of the Legislature, or the Executive, , 
when the Legislature cannot be convened, 
against domestic violence. 













































December 8, 1363. 

The following proclamation is appended to 
the message. 

PROCLAMATION.—W hereas, in and by the 
Constitution of the United States, it is provided 
that the President shall have power to grant 
reprieves and pardons for offences against the 
United States, except in cases of impeachment; 
and whereas, a rebellion now exists, whereby 
the loyal State governments of several States 
have for a long time been subverted, and many 
persons have committed and are now guilty of 
treason against the United States ; and whereas, 
with reference to said rebellion and treason, 
laws have been enacted by Congress declaring 
forfeiture and confiscation of property and 
liberation of slaves, all upon terms and 
conditions therein stated, and also declaring 
that the President was thereby authorized, at 
any time thereafter, by proclamation, to extend 
to persons who may have participated in the 
existing rebellion in any State or part thereof, 
pardon and amnesty, with such exceptions and 
at such times and on such conditions as he 
may deem expedient for the public welfare ; 
and 

Whereas, the Congressional declaration for 
limited and conditional pardon accords with 
well established judicial exposition of the par- 
doning power; and 

Whereas, with reference to said rebellion, 
the President of the United States has issued 
several proclamations with provisions in regard 
to the liberation of slaves; and 

Whereas, it is now desired by some persons 
heretofore engaged in said rebellion to resume 
their allegiance to the United States and to re- 
inaugurate loyal State governments within and 
for their respective States ; 

Therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of 
the United States, do proclaim, declare and 
make known to all persons who have, directly 
or by implication, participated in the existing 
rebellion, except as hereinafter excepted, that 
a FULL PARDON is hereby granted to them and 
each of them, with the restoration of all rights of 
property except as to slaves, and in prop- 
erty cases when the rights of third parties shall 
have intervened, ard upon the condition that 
every such person shall take and subscribe an 
oath, and thenceforward keep. and, maintain 
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And I do further proclaim, declare and make 
known, that any provision which may be adopt- 
ed by such State government, in relation to the 
freed people of such State, which shall recog- 
nize and declare their permanent freedom, pro- 
vide for their education, and which may yet 
be consistent, as a temporary arrangement, 
with their present condition asa laboring, land- 
less and homeless class, will not be objected to 
by the National Executive. : 

And it is suggested as not improper that, in 
constructing a loyal State Government in any 
State, the name of the State, the boundary, 
the subdivisions, the Constitution and the gen- 
eral code of laws as before the rebellion be 
maintained, subject only to the modifications 
made necessary by the conditions hereinbefore 
stated, and such others, if any, not contraven- 
ing the said conditions, and which may be 
deemed expedient by those framing the new 
State Government. 

To avoid misunderstanding, it may be proper 
to say that this proclamation, so far as it re- 
lates to State Governments, has no reference 
to the States wherein loyal State Govern- 
ments have all the while been maintained. 

And for the same reason it may be proper to 
say that whether members of Congress from 
any State shall be admitted to their seats, con- 
stitutionally rests exclusively with the respec- 
tive Houses, and not to any extent with the 
Executive. And still further, that this procla- 
mation is intended to present to the people of the 
States, wherein the national authority has 
been suspended and the loyal State govern- 
ments have been subverted, a mode by which 
the national authority and loyal State govern. 
ments may be re-established within the said 
States, or in any of them; and while the mode 
presented is the best the Executive can sug- 
gest with his present impressions, it must not 
be understood that no other possible mode 
would be acceptable. 

Given under my hand, at the city of Wash- 
ington, the eighth day of December, A. D. 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, 
and of the Independence of the United States 
of America the eighty-eighth. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

By the President—Wma. H. Sewarp, Sec- 
retary of State. 

sinsciaielieipanitns 

“The soul that is much in prayer, grows in 
purity, and is raised by prayer to the proper es- 
timation of all those things that the world ad- 
mires and is in love with, and, by a wonderful 
way, is conformed to the likeness of God.” 


Be cautious of entertaining company with 
your own personal concerns or private affairs ; 
though they are interesting to yourselves, they 
are generally tedious to others. 


REVIEW. 


When you are in company, try to bring the 
conversation to some useful subject. Points 
of history, literature, the customs of particular 
countries, &c., are surely better subjects, than 
conversing about other people to their disad- 
vantage, or about dress, or relating such kind 
of stories as afford no information. Beware of 
relating marvellous things that may require 
proofs to be believed. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Forrign InTeLticence.—Liverpool dates to the 
28th ult., have been received. 

The English government had definitely declined 
to join in the proposed European Congress. It was 
expected that a full statement of the reasons for this 
refusal would shortly be forwarded to the French 
government. The semi-official journals of Paris, 
asserted that all the continental Powers had acce- 
ded “in principle” to the Congress, except Austria, 
whose reply had not been received. The reply of 
Russia was said to be couched in conciliatory and 
courteous terms, but to ask a preliminary statement 
of the subjects which the Congress is to discuss, 
aad the powers which it is to exercise. 


Great Britary.—The Board of Trade returns for 
the 10th month, give the total value of the exports 
as £15,000,000, against £9,846,000 in the same 
month last year; while for the ten months the ag- 
gregate this year was £193,770,000 ; last year, £103,- 
519,000. 

A special sitting of the Court of Exchequer was 
to be held on the 7th inst., when judgment would be 
given in the case of the Alexandra. 


France.—The steamer Rappahannock, bearing 
the “Confederate ” flag, arrived at Calais on the 26th 
ult., and was seized by the Custom-house authori- 
ties, but afterwards released. The vessel was for- 
merly an English government steamer, and was re- 
cently sold, with three others, all of which are 
reported to be fitting out for ‘‘ Confederate” priva- 
teers. 

The French deficit, owing to the wars in Cochin 
China and Mexico, is reported at £10,000,000. 


GERMANY AND Denmark.—The officials of the 
Superior Court of Appeal for Holstein, have unani- 
mously resolved to refuse taking the oath of alle- 
giance to the new King of Denmark. In Saxony 
aud Hesse Darmstadt, the Chambers of Deputies 
have unanimously passed resolutions in favor of 
recognizing the Princeof Augustenburg as Duke of 
Schleswig-Holstein. The Government of Wurtem- 
burg urges the occupation of Holstein by the Fed- 
eral troops. Tne Federal Diet has refused to receive 
the Danish Representative. 


PotanpD.—The Polish National Government has 
issued a proclamation, denying the rumors that the 
Poles were about to lay down their arms. Two 
hundred public functionaries have been arrested at 
Warsaw, and condemned to Siberia. 


Domestic.—The Controller of the Currency, in his 
annual report, states that the work of preparing the 
notes for the National Banks, has been attended with 
unlooked-for delaye, but it is confidently expected, 
after the banks already organised are supplied, 
which will probably be accomplished within the 
next two months, that all associations will be fur- 
nished with notes witthin 30 days after bonds are 
deposited with the Treasurer. Contracts for engra- 
ving the plates for several denominations, have 
been made with two companies, and the printing of 
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the $5 and $10 notes has been commenced. The de- 
livery will soon follow. He recommends several 
amendments to the National Currency act. 

The report of the Commissioner of Internal Reve- 
nue, suggests certain alterations of the law, with a 
view to the increasing of the revenue, among which 
are, the imposition of a tax on malt, or an enlarge- 
ment of that on malt liquors; a heavier tax on 
tobacco; a duty of 10 cts. per gallon on native 
wines, and of 2 cts. per lb. on cotton; an increase 
of tax on auction sales to } of 1 per cent.; the taxa- 
tion of productions or manufactures used or con- 
sumed by the producers or manufacturers, being 
articles of commercial value, and which would be 
taxable if sold; a tax on the tonnage receipts of 
railroad and steamboat companies; one of 1-20th 
of 1 per cent. on sales at brokers’ boards ; and an 
increase of the income tax on large incomes. He 
thinks that even the adoption of all his recommen- 
dations will not suffice to raise the revenue thus ob- 
tained to $150,000,000. 





Military Governor Shepley, have called for a 
thorough enrolment of all the loyal voters in the 
State, preparatory to an election for delegates to a 
State Convention, whose business will be to frame 
a Constitution. If the enrolment shall demonstrate 
that there are loyal voters enough to warrant such 
a step, Gov. Shepley will issue his warrant for the 
election, which it is thought probable will be held 
on the 25th of next month. 

The steamer Chesapeake, from New York for 
Portland, Me., was seized between 1 and 2 a.m., on 
the 6th inst., near Cape Cod, by sixteen of the pas- 
sengers, who killed the second mate, wounded the 
first mate and first engineer, and, after overpower- 
ing the captain, notified the remaining passengers 
and crew that they were prisoners of war to the 
“ Confederate States.” The crew and passengers 
were sent ashore at St. John’s, New Brunswick, on 
the 9th, and the vessel sailed away under charge of 
the captors. It is not yet fully ascertained who 
were the active agents in this piratical act, but 
several of them are said to have very lately come 
from St. John’s to New York, undoubtedly for this 
purpose. On receiving information of the occur- 
rence, several vessels were speedily despatched from 
Portland, Boston, New York, &c., in search of the 
Chesapeake. The latest reports received represent 
the latter to have left Shelburne, Nova Scotia, on 
the 12th, having obtained there some men and a 
partial supply of coal. 


Military Affairs.—The army of the Potomac now 
occupies, it is stated, the same positions as before 
its recent advance beyond the Rapidan. 50 far ag 
is known, Gen. Lee’s army also maintains its old 
position. 

Richmond papers contain dispatches from Charles- 
ton to the 10th inst. Some shells were occasionally 
thrown into the city, and firing between the differ- 
ent batteries was kept up, apparently with little 
effect. The rebel papers confirm the retreat of 
Gen. Longstreet from Knoxville, and state that on the 
10th his forces were in line of battle at Rutledge, 
Tenn. From other sources we learn that a large 
U.S. force is now at Knoxville, that a large amount 
of supplies had reached Chattanooga, and that 
boats would leave Chattanooga for Knoxville on the 
9th with supplies for the army there. 

Official dispatches from Gen. Banks announce 
that part of his forces, under Gen. Washburne, have 
gained possession of the approaches to Matagorda. 
The rebel garrison of Fort Esperanza, situated at 
Pass Cavallo, on the peninsula dividing Matagorda 
Bay from the Gulf of Mexico, evacuated it at the 
approach of the U.S. troops, after blowing up the 
magazines. A gale prevented the co-operation of 
the gunboats with the land force, and the attempt to 
intercept and capture the retiring garrison. Salu- 
ria, on the other side of the entrance, had been pre- 
viously taken. Gen. Banks says that the command 
of Matagorda Bay gives his troops substantially the 
control of Central and Western Texas, and all the 
important points on the coast except Galveston. 

Conecress. The President’s Message was received 
by both Houses on the 9th, and by both was ordered 
to be printed. In the House, it was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole. In the Senate, on the 10th, 
Sumner of Mass. gave notice of his intention to in- 
troduce a bill to repeal all acts for the rendition of 
fugitive slaves. He also presented a memorial from 
the President and Professors of the Theological 
School at Meadville, for the emancipation of all per- 
sons of African descent held to slavery. On the 14th, 
B. Gratz Brown of Mo. was swornian. The Stand- 
ing Committees were chosen. Resolutions tendering 
the thanks of Congress to Gens. Hooker and Meade 























































The Supreme Court of Iowa has unanimously 
affirmed the constitutionality of the law of that 
State allowing its soldiers in the field to vote. The 
seat of one of its members of Congress and those of a 
number of the members of the State Legislature 
were contingent upon the decision of this question. 

The loyal Legislature of Virginia completed its 
organization at Alexandria on the 9th inst. The 
message of Gov. Pierpont contains a recommenda- 
tion that the Legislature shall call a Convention to 
secure an alteration of the State Constitution for 
the purpose of emancipating all the slaves in the 
State. 

The first pardon issued by the President since the 
proclamation annexed to his annual Message, is one 
exempting E. W. Gantt of Arkansas from the pen- 
alty of treason, which he incurred by holding the 
position of Brigadier-General in the rebel army. He 
has recently renounced his adherence to the rebel 
cause, and has addressed the people of his State, 
both orally and in a published letter, advising 
them to return to their allegiance to the United 
States. 

A large quantity of provisions and clothing have 
been sent within a few weeks from all parts of the 
North, and through several agencies, by flag of 
truce to Richmond, for the relief of those held pri- 
soners there by the rebels. The rebel authorities, it 
is said, now refuse to permit any further supplies to 
be thus sent, alleging as a reason that impatations 
have been cast upon them by the press and govern- 
ment authorities, that they were not delivering in 
good faith the goods forwarded to the prisoners, and 
also that the latter are now amply supplied. For 
the present, only letters and inclosures of money 
will be forwarded. The rebel agent for the exchange 
of prisoners has transmitted to the U. S. agent 
statements from officers selected from among the 
prisoners to attend to the distribution of the cloth- 
ing and provisions, showing that considerable quan- 
tities of both had been distributed previous to the 
4th inst. The condition of the prisoners returned 
to Annapolis is accounted for by the assertion that 
they were extreme cases of consumption and other 
wasting disease. In the rebel Congress, on the 8th 
inst., Foote, of Tenn., accused their Commissary 
General of having neglected and starved the Union 
prisoners, thus placing his government in a dishon- 
orable position before the world ; and demanded his 
removal from his position. 

Late advices from New Orleans show that an 
effort is about to be made to reorganize the State 
Government of Louisiana upon a loyal Union basis. 
The Free State Committee, under authority from 
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and the army of the Potomac, for their conduct prior 
to and at the battle of Gettysburg, and to Gen. 
Banks and his army for the capture of Port Hudson, 
were introduced, and with the joint resolution from 
the House respecting Gen. Grant, were referred to 
the Military Committee. Portions of the President’s 
Message were referred to the appropriate committees. 
Bills were introduced as follows: by Lane, of Ind.. 
to strike out of the Enrollment act the $300 commnu- 
tation, and to increase the pay of private soldiers ; 
by Grimes, of Iowa, to encourage enlistments in the 
naval service, and give credit for the same on the 
military quotas of the States; by Wilson, of Mass., 
to increase the bounties to volunteers; by Wilkin- 
son, of Minn., to extend the benefits of the act grant- 
ing pensions to persons wounded in the Indian wars 
in Minnesota ; and by Hale, of N. H., more effectually 
to suppress the rebellion, by declaring all persons in 
the country to be equal before the law, and all claims 
of personal service, except those founded on contract, 
that of a parenton minor children, and those in 
pursuance of a sentence for crime, to be forever abol- 
ished, anything in the Constitution or laws of any 
State to the contrary notwithstanding. 

In the House, on the 9th, a resolution offered by 
Cox, of Ohio, requesting the President to take imme- 
diate steps for the exchange of our prisoners now in 
southern prisons, and to communicate the corre- 
spondence on that subject, was amended by adopt- 
ing, 94 to 73, the substitute of Washburne, of IIl., ap- 
proving of the constant, statesmanlike and humane 
efforts of the Administration to secure an exchange 
of prisoners, and recommending their continuance ; 
and in this form passed; yeas, 106—nays, 46. No- 
tice was given of various bills to be introduced. On 
the 10th, W. H. Channing, of Washington, was 
chosen Chaplain of the House, receiving 86 votes to 
56 for Bishop Hopkins, of Vt. On the 14th, the 
Speaker announced the Standing Committees. A 
very large number of bills and resolutions were in- 
troduced. A joint resolution, authorizing the Presi- 
dent to give the British Government the notice re- 
quired for the termination of the reciprocity treaty 
of 1854, and one for the appointment of commission- 
ers to negotiate a new one for the British North Amer- 
ican provinces, were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. A bill introduced by Eliot, of Mass., to 
establish a Bureau of Emancipation, and one by 
Stevens, of Pa., granting lands in aid of the People’s 
Pacific Railroad, by the northern route, were 
referred to select committees. Bills as follows were 
referred to the proper committees: providing for 
the election of Representatives from Tennessee and 
Louisiana ; to fix the time for holding an election 
for Representatives in Congress, and to enable sol- 
diers to vote for State officers; to enable Colorado 
and Nebraska to form State governments, and pro- 
vide for their admission into the Union; to provide 
a temporary government for the territory of Mon- 
tana; providing for the recruiting of negroes in 
insurrectionary districts ; for the restoration of civil 
authority in States now under the control of the 
rebellion ; several bills to repeal the Fugitive Slave 
Act, and to amend the Constitution so as to abolish 
slavery in the States ; two by Lovejoy, of Illinois, one 
providing that all persons held in slavery in the 
States and Territories shall be declared free, and 
protected as white men now are by the Constitution ; 
and any one seizing such freed persons to reduce 
them to slavery, shal] be declared guilty of high 
misdemeanor, and on conviction, be punished; the 
other providing for such punishment; one by Ar- 
nold, of [ll., to. aid the President in carrying out the 
immediate execution of his emancipation proclama- 
tion, and prohibiting the re-enslavement of those 
therein designated ; and one by Wilson, of Iowa, to 


amend the Constitution so as to declare the institu- 
tion of slavery incompatible with a free gov- 
ernment, and therefore. prohibiting it, and all 
servitude except in punishment for crime, and 
empowering Congress to enforce this provision 
by appropriate legislation; a bill to repeal the 
$300 commutation clause of the Enrollment act; 
and one reviving the grade of Lieutenant 
General, and authorizing the President to confer 
it on any officer, not below the rank of Major- 
General, who has distinguished himself by courage, 
skill, &c., and who, being thus commissioned, may 
command the armies of the United States. F. Wood 
of N. Y. offered a resolution, declaring that in view. 
of the important and substantial advantages which 
the President claims to haye been gained for the 
Union cause, it is no longer beneath our dignity 
nor dangerous to our safety to evince a generous 
magnanity, by offering to the insurgents an oppor- 
tunity to return to the Union without imposing upon 
them degrading or destructive conditions ; and re- 
questing the President to appoint three commis- 
sioners, to be empowered to open negotiations with 
the authorities at Richmond, to the end that the 
‘war may cease, and the Union be restored on terms 
of equity, fraternity and equality, under the Con- 
stitution. It was laid on the table by a vote of 98 
to 59 

The Military Committee was instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of increasing the vay of privates 
in the army to $25 per month, and that of commis- 
sioned and non-commissioned officers and musicians 
40 per cent.; and also into the expediency of pro- 
viding payment for losses by Morgan’s raid into 
Ohio and Indiana, The Committee on Agriculture 
was instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing an Immigrant Bureau, connected with the 
Department of the Interior, and report by bill or 
otherwise. A resolution instructing the Judiciary 
Committee to report bill repealing the Fugitive Slave 
acts of 1793 and 1850, was laid on the table, 82 to 74. 
A resolution was passed instructing the Military Com- 
mittee to inquire into the expediency of placing, in 
any bill they may report, all regularly enlisted sol- 
diers on an equal footing as to pay, without distine- 
tion of color. The Committee on Commerce was 
instructed to inquire into the practical working of 
the reciprocity tréaty with the British provinces, 
and if defects or inequalities are discovered, report 
whether it is not expedient to amend it. The fol- 
lowing resolutions were offered, but laid over as 
causing debate; by Wadsworth, of Ky., declaring 
that the President cannot, directly or indirectly, ex- 
ercise any of the powers reserved by the Constitu- 
tion to the States or the people; by Harding, of Ky., 
declaring that the Union has not been dissolved, 
and whenever the rebellion shall be subdued in any 
State, either by arms or by the voluntary submis- 
sion of the people, such State will be thereby re- 
stored to all its rights and privileges as a State of 
the Union, including the right to regulate and con- 
trol its own domestic institutions according to its 
own Constitution and laws, free from Congressional 
or Executive control and dictation; and one by 
Fink, of Ohio, declaring the Federal government 
invested with the power to suppress any resistance 
to the due execution of the laws, using the army 
and havy in its aid; but that'these cannot be right- 
fully used to subjugate the States and hold them as 
conquered territory, and that the war should be 
waged only to maintain the supremacy of the Con- 
stitution and preserve the Union, with the rights of 
the States unimpaired, and ought to cease as soon 
as these objects are a‘tained. Three resolutions by 
Holman, of Ind., nearly similar in purport to the, 
last, were laid on the table by a vote of 82 to 74. 





